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We, the people of these parishes,-extend a warm welcome to
whoever is called by God to serve among us.

We welcome you to a beautiful rural neighbourhood which
offers both challenge and opportunity. We seek someone who
will consolidate the progress made in recent years, share in
the development of a new vision and lead us forward.




SAILINNWINOOD dNoO

OUR COMMUNITIES

Ours is a caring community and in recent years we have grown
together and strengthened our Christian commitment. We now
pray fora Rector who will enable ust o build on what we have
achieved .

Our parishes are r ural communities  with in the Yorkshire Dales

of fering some of Engl anTthearealistaxge | - e st
20 miles from end to end - and ranges from deeply rural villages

and outlying farms in Coverdale, taking in  the historic market

town of Middleham with its deep horse racing traditions , to the
delightful villages of East Witton and Thornton Steward.

Farming has a strong influence throughout, as does tourism. The
populations are a mix of old families, incomers, second/holiday
homes and a more transient group of employees in t he stable
yards. Some people commute to the local towns, some further
afield.

Most children in the benefice attend Middleham CE Aided
Primary School, going on to The Wensleydale School in nearby
Leyburn.

We are in the fortunate position to have two full time youth and
community development workers, shared within the Middleham
and the Masham benefice s. This is an ecumenical project run
jointly with the  Anglican and Methodist churches of the areas.
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Our Curate:

Yvonne Callaghan , who has just
completed her curacy

Our Readers:

Neil Mab bott:

lives in Middleham but travels
widely in his job as

Technical Director with Prysmian
(cable manufacturer)

Dave May:
retired Foreign Exchange Broker,
lives in Leyburn.
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Barry Newsam

Barry is our Reader Emeritus, and
lives in nearby Harmby.

Extra Help

We are truly blessed by the help and commitment from two

retired priests

The Reverend
Allan Sirman

Our Two (shared) Youth Workers
part of the Lower Wensleydale Youth Project

Tamsin Garrod

The Reverend
Graham Dear

Sam Woodgate




And Our Churchwardens

Peter Barnes Margaret Brabban
Coverdale Middleham

Mary Fawbert Joan Harker
East Witton Thornton Steward
(Lay Chair PCC)

Judy Metcalfe Trevor Peacock
East Witton Middleham
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SERVICE PATTERN

Second Sunday
10.30am United Parish Commun ion in one of the four churches
when t he United Parishes Choir  sing.

The Church of St Mary
and St Alkelda, Middleham

Average weekly attendance:
35 adults, 4 children
ER 60; Grade |, 14th Century

Robed Choir

First Sunday

10.45am Middleham Praise - Non-Eucharistic Service, twice -
yearly inputfrom The Tuesday Trekkers. We start
with coffee and cake.

Third and Fourth Sundays
9.30am Parish Communion

Fifth Sunday
11.00am Parish Communion

Each Tuesday
10.00am Holy Communion

Extra Services throughout the year when needed, including a

Town Servi ce, Maundy Thursday Ser vi

School Christingle Service  among others
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The Church of St John
the Evangelist,
East Witton

Average weekly
attendance: 20
ER 33; Grade Il. 1809

First Sunday
9.30am Morning Worship

Third Sunday
6.00pm Evensong

Fourth Sunday
11.00am Parish Communion

Fifth Sunday
9.30am Parish communion

Extra Services throughout the year when needed, including a
Service on the Green, Crib Service, and Palm Sunday service
processing behind a donkey from the village green.
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COVERDALE

Third Sunday
11.00am Parish Communion

Fourth Sunday
9.30am Morning Worship

Fifth Sunday no service

Extra Services throughout the
year , Il ncluding
Harvest, Carol Service and
Christingle .

The Church of

In the care of the Churches Con

The Holy Trinity, Coverham.

The Church of
Horsehouse

St Botolph,

Average weekly attendance:
10. ER 28. Grade II. 1530

First Sunday
Evening Prayer

6.00pm

St B

servation Trust

Occasional weddings, baptisms, plus Candlelit Carol Service,

Lambing Service,
Sunday.

and United Parish Communion on Holy

Trinity

CARLTON CHURCH/SCHOOLROOM

This building has been closed for some years now, and planning
permission has been granted for conversion to residential
dwellings. Negotiations are under way concerning its future.
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The Church  of St Oswald

Thornton Steward

Average weekly
attendance: 6

ER 18. Grade |l *.9th C.

Jervaulx Abbey

Thanks to the generosity
of the owners, lan and
Carol Burdon, we are
able to use this lovely
place for our own
worship and also for a
Deanery Ascension Day
service.

First Sunday
9.30am Parish Communion

Third Sunday
9.30am Parish Communion

Fourth and Fifth Sundays
No service

Extra Services throughout the year,
including Harvest, and Carol service

11

dIHSJdOM dNo



dIHS4dOM dNo

OUR WORSHIP

We have fairly recently revised the parish service books for each
season of the year. These are mainly Common Worship 1.

Some additional services use the Book of Common Prayer, and

we have our own Morning Worship book.

We have United Parish Communion on the second Sunday of
each month, rotating around the four churches. Numbers
attending have been declining, and this is perhaps an area that
needs some attention.

In addition, we have : Parish Communion, Holy Communion,
Evening Prayer, Evensong, Morning Worship and Middleham
Praise. There is a feeling that we should look again at the
Morning Worship service.

Middleham Praise adopts a more modern approach, usually
with Powerpoint presentations, worshi p songs and frequently
involve s children.

Individual service leaflets are produced for Carol Services,
Middleham Town Service, United service at Jervaulx Abbey,
Maundy Thursday, Service on the Green among others.

Our main hymn books are: Complete Anglican Hymns Old and

New, but Hymns Anc ient and Modern New Standard is used at
Thornton Steward. Middleham have a robed choir, and there is

a United Parish Choir who come together for the United Service.
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CHURCH TRADITION:

The worship and theological tradition of our churches is central
prayerful and meaningful

Cassock, surplice and stole is worn.
The Sacrament is not reserved.

We have an open policy for Baptisms and the Rector or Curate
conduct s preparation . Where possible these take place within a
service.

We are happy to marry those who have a qualifying connection
to the parishes. The Rector or C urate conducts preparation.

The Rector makes the decision on marriage of divorced people,
taking into account individual circumstances.

The PCC have agreed a policy of communion before

confirmation for younger people. If visitors are accustomed to
receive Communion in their own church, they are welcome to

take Communion with us, even before Confirmation.

13
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OUR MISSION PRIORITIES

Outreachto 20 - 55 age group in an attempt to encourage
more to join us, to | earn of
churches

Continued awareness of rural poverty/hardship/isolation,
and mission to this group

Continue support for youth workers and contact with
children and young people, especially a presence in school

To encourage more children and young people to attend
services .

Investigate service styles to invigorate worship experience,
encouraging younger people but at the same time
balancing the needs of existing congregati ons

Look at ways of increasing attendance at the United Parish
Communion Services.

Continue to keep control of finance

Look at website and other forms of communication in an
attempt to update these, maintaining a balance by keeping
those elements that appeal to traditional members of the
congregation, at the same time appealing to younger
people

How to make church relevant to people leading very busy
lives.
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COVERDALE
T We would welcome closer activities with the Methodist
churches in Coverdale.

EAST WITTON
1 We would like to make more impact among incomers to
the village. We participated in a Parish Welcome Evening
few years ago, but this did not seem to work.

MIDDLEHAM
1 We w ould like to make an impact with stable s taff and
those connected with the racing world.

THORNTON STEWARD
1 Would like to make impact on m any of the people who live
in the village. They live very busy lives and their interests
take them out  of the village. Children go to school by bus,
and are taken by parents to other youth groups such as
guides, so there is no natural focus for young people in the
village. All initiatives have had little response.

TO ACHIEVE THESE we look forward to

1 Input from our new Rector - new leadership with  relevant

experience,;

1 Investigating worship experiences used by other churches
in the Diocese

1 Stewardship campaigns - talents as well as finance

1 Education and training - within the Deanery and the
Diocese.

15
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DIFFICULTIES
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Small congregations

Large geographical area

Second homes and holiday homes

Lack of young people

Large amount of responsibility on small number of
persons

OUR STRENGTHS

Our greatest strengths are people :

Our Ministry team:

)l

)l

Curate Yvonne who has brought new ideas and energy to
our parishes;

Our two readers, Neil and Dave, always ready to help out
and become involved in the pastoral side of parish work

as well as assisting with Parish Communion Services, and
leading non - Eucharistic services. They preach regularly.
Our Reader Emeritus, Barry. Always ready to help where
possible.

Our two retired priests, Allan and Graham, regularly take
services each month and are a great support during the
vacancy.

One prospective  Ordinand.

Our Organists:

)l

)l

Gillian, who plays mainly at Thornton Steward, East
Witton and Middleham.
Frank, who plays mainly at Middleham and Horsehouse.
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Our Churchwardens:
1 Margaret and Trevor at Middleham
1 Mary and Judy at East Witton
1 Peter at Coverdale
9 Joan at Thornton Steward

Our Congregations
We have friendly  welcoming congregations in all four churches,
who work well together as a united benefice.

Our PCC and Church Committees:

All members are very supportive and work hard to keep the
churches going.  Our Treasurers always manage to balance the
books.

Our loyal team of lay helpers:

Worship Assistants

Parish Visiting Team, including Home Communions.

Study Group Leaders

Leaders - Children and Young People

Rotas for Sidespeople, Coffee makers, Reading lessons,

Cleaning , Grounds maintenance , Flower arrangers

9 Parish Magazine production, assembly, and distribution
team

9 Our Choir and Bellringers

1 Youth workers

=2 =2 =4 A A

Ecumenism

We have strong links with the Methodist churches within our
parishes and often have joint services. We work closely on
youth activities, Remembrance Services, and Middleham
Praise.

17
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Our Parish Magazine - Bridge

One thousand copies are produced each month (Dec/Jan joint
Issue) for distribution to every house in the parish, with a few

left over for visitors to the churches. The Rector and Curate
have alternated in writing the monthly letter. Costs are covered
by | ocal advertisers. Bridge is printed in  -house on our own
machine and is a community magazine, containing reports and
notices for the Methodist churches and social groups within the
area. Theincome fromad vertising subsidises our website:
www. jervaulxchur ches.co.uk which is updated each month with
reports from Bridge, diary dates and service times.

and, .............. we can offer some of the most
beautiful scenery in the country,
and a Rectory with the most spectacular
setting in the Diocese.
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

We are a group of four church communities set in the beautiful
Yorkshire Dales. Together we seek to respond to, learn more of

and share, the love of God shown to us in Jesus Christ. Within
our group of churches there is much going on and a wide

variety of people involved. We seek to take the church out to

the communities using outdoor services, pastoral care, social

events and fun!

Burns supper
A traditional Burns Supper in The Key Centre at Middleham

Coffee mornings
All churches hold coffee mornings for fellowship and
fundraising.

Coverdale fun day
A fun day for Coverdale held every two years , with emphasis on
outdoor activities and a family picnic . All ages participate

Crib service
Based on East Witton Church but for everyone . All ages.

Drop in for coffee and chat
Every three weeks a group from East Witton Church host a drop
In session at the Parish Room.

Food for Thought

Three sessions during Lent with a delicious meal followed by a
speaker talking on the place of Christian beliefs in his/her life.
Each meal prepared by one of the churches.

19
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Good Friday Stable Open Day Event . Good Friday in
Middleham is Stable Open Day and we invite visitors to come
into church for free coffee/tea and a hot cross bun . Music and
slides/displays show the story of Good Friday.

Harvest
All churches have a Harvest Festival service followed by
refreshment of some kind, and often an auction of produce.

House /Study G roup s
1 Alpha courses
1 Monthly housegroups
1 Noom a course
1 Confirmation/Baptism preparation

Jervaulx service

A special annual outdoor United
Parishes Service in the grounds
of Jervaulx Abbey, followed by
picnic lunch and games for the
children.

Lambing Service

A special service in Coverdale
for all ages to give thanks for
this seasonds

20
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Mus ic

We are indebted to our two organists who play for all the
services, and in addition lead choir practice sessions.
Occasionally other music is provided. There is a team of ten
bellringers, who play at East Witton and Middleham.

Open Gardens

Thornton Steward and Middleham have both operated Open
Gardens, offeringa n opportunity to talk to visitors. Afternoon
tea available in the Institute (TS) and Ch urch (M).

Palm Sunday procession

Palm Sunday starts with bacon butties
at East Witton Parish Room, followed
by a processionto  church behind a
donkey. This is a United Parishes
Service.

Parish lunches

Many of the churches have
parish lunches. These are
mainly for fellowship,
inviting people from the
village.

Parish P ilgrimage

An annual parish trip taking a coachload (up to 53) to places
such as Holy Island, Durham, York Minster, Rievaulx Abbey.
The day finishes with our own act of worship.

21
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Parish visiting team
A recent innovation with trained volunteers who arrange to visit
the sick, the needy and the lonely of the parishes.

Plant sales
Coverdale Churches have annual plant sales.

School events

The church is involved in school events throughout the year, and
the school visit  for a special service at the end of each term
There is a team of three people taking weekly assembly on a rota.

St Botol phds Day

This 1 s a special da:
celebration at Horsehouse with

an outdoor service followed by

a picnic lunch.

Service on the Gree n
An outdoor service at East Witton in the summer.

Sunday club -
A craft item is offered for young children during some service s at
Middleham

The Tuesday Trekkers

A fortnightly after school club based
in Middleham School with music,
drama, craft and stories. Open to all
primary aged children. It always
starts with a healthy snack. A
dedicated team from both the
Anglican and Methodist churches.
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